Neighbourhood Plan Working Party Meeting, by Zoom 
10.30am on Wednesday 15th December 2021
Minutes
Those in attendance: R. Hughes, M. Inskip, I. Poole, B. Harker, L. Dupré, B Watson, S. Partington, R. Kay, E. Dade

Absent: C. Stevens

1. Climate Change & Biodiversity
Richard Kay and Ed Dade from East Cambs District Council joined the meeting to discuss ideas to address climate change and biodiversity in the updated Neighbourhood Plan. Richard and Ed support a number of authorities, alongside East Cambs, on strategic planning and Richard is currently working with Central Lincolnshire on a new Local Plan.

Richard summarised relevant polices being proposed in the new Central Lincolnshire Local Plan. These are summarised as follows;
1. New Buildings – Making them as efficient as possible and generating renewable energy onsite.

2. Commercial Scale Renewable energy – For example designating sites for Wind Power. The Local Plan is silent by default, and it therefore won’t happen due to national policies without being addressed in the Neighbourhood Plan. Difficult for Sutton Parish as most of the land away from residential areas is close to the Ouse Washes where there are restrictions on siting wind turbines nearby.
PV (solar) could also be encouraged in the Neighbourhood Plan, for example a presumption in favour of commercial PV applications.

3. Embodied carbon – Encourage developers to use building materials with lower embodied carbon. For example, requiring that all development should, where practical and viable, take opportunities to reduce the development’s embodied carbon content, through the careful choice, use and sourcing of materials.
4. Wider Energy Infrastructure – For example supporting energy storage facilities such as battery or thermal storage infrastructure which becomes more important with solar and wind energy generation, along with improvements to the electricity grid infrastructure.
5. Electric Vehicle charging – The government has recently announced proposals, but there is no guarantee they will follow through on them. There is already a proposed policy for residential EV charging in the draft Neighbourhood Plan.

6. Fossil fuel extraction – Probably already addressed by County Minerals & Waste plan.

7. Carbon fixing – Retention or creation of carbon sinks. For example, including a presumption in favour of preservation of peat and other carbon sinks in-situ. Also carbon sequestration, for example considering the net impact of a new development with respect to trees.
8. Protecting Peat – Fields around the villages have had a significant peat content. There is some research at Cambridge University as to the amount of peat lost and remaining in the county. Peatland restoration could be considered.
9. Demolition – Policy to encourage renovation, for example a presumption against demolition because of the large carbon footprint of demolition.
10. Resilient and adaptable design – A policy to encourage design that addresses the issues which will be faced by the unavoidable impacts of climate change that is already happening.

For biodiversity it is difficult to do much more than the national planning legislation allows. It is already proposed that the draft Neighbourhood Plan incorporates key elements from the East Cambs Natural Environment SPD, which will carry more weight in the Neighbourhood Plan than as an SPD.
Ian Poole explained that some of the topics discussed had already been considered as part of the draft policies for the updated Neighbourhood Plan. It was agreed that it would be useful to review further to see if other policies might be considered as a result of the discussion.

Action: Ian Poole to review the existing draft Neighbourhood Plan policies and identify any further additions that the working party could consider
2. Plan Progress
Ian is now writing the body of the plan with the text to support the policies. He is aiming to circulate a first draft within about two weeks, however Ian first of all needs to work on the appraisals for SUT6, then complete the draft plan.
Ian also mentioned the inclusion of protected views of the village in the draft document. He will create a first set of proposals in the draft for review.

Action: Ian Poole to circulate the initial draft of the updated Neighbourhood Plan for review
At the next meeting, the working party will aim to have read and to feed back on the draft Neighbourhood Plan document.
Date of Next Meeting:  Tuesday 11 January at 9am by Zoom
